Advice to clarify Should Fruitvale school have a COVID
case
The following statement has been lifted from MOE publications
this week. MOE and MOH are working very closely to ensure
best practice is shared efficiently to all schools across the
country.
From international evidence, we know there is little risk of children/students who get COVID-19 becoming
seriously ill from the virus. The greatest risk is adult-to-adult transmission, and adult-to-child transmission,
but this is significantly reduced in settings where vaccination levels are high and there are other measures in
place, such as mask wearing.
Where hand hygiene, mask use, physical distancing, student and staff vaccination, and good classroom
ventilation has been in place, the risk of COVID-19 transmission in school settings is considered low. This
means it is no longer necessary for a school to immediately close when a case has been identified who has
attended while infectious
Contact tracing in this lower risk environment will be pragmatic. The highest risk is where contacts are close
together in an indoor space like a classroom or staffroom.
What we are doing at Fruitvale
I am aware that parents are assessing the safety that is created at Fruitvale School in this heightened
COVID context. On the basis of this and their own understanding of what's best you’re deciding to front up
or not.
To make that decision easier for you I can assure you all that we are observing all the layers of mitigation
that are quoted above.
We are distancing in the classroom and playground, All staff are mask wearing, All staff are vaccinated.
Most students are mask wearing all day, all of them at the opening and close of the day. All parents are
being asked to remain in their cars and we are bringing their children to them(This is very efficient)
We have all classroom windows and doors open and are refreshing classes often. All teachers have the
freedom to move lessons outside when it is fine. All children are encouraged to wash and dry their hands.
Juniors have separate lunch times to the Seniors. All couriers are asked to place items in a special postbox
and not to enter the site. All tradespeople must show evidence of vaccinations and recent swabs.
All of these layers of mitigation make a huge difference to any COVID infection that might enter the school.
What was 14 days of isolation can become near zero or zero days of isolation as a, “casual + case”.
Of course what periods need to be observed, by which groups of people, will be negotiated at the time with
enhanced MOH guidance.
I do not anticipate any COVID cases at Fruitvale and feel very reassured, by the science, that the
precautions and mitigations we have in place will serve the staff, children and whanau very well.
Please see the Chart below to understand for yourself the Situation for you and your family.
Please go here for the link to the MOH/MOE guidelines we are following.
Advice and guidance to clarify what results should there be a COVID case at school(20/11/21@4.23pm)
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/School/SchoolsBulletin/2021-Bulletins/2021COVID/NovCOVID-docs/19NOV-Managing-COVID-19-A-public-health-toolkit-for-primary-and-intermediate-schools-andkura.pdf

